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Rare Bird Kecords of Haidtofca 



The toSlowinK papa* ob rare Xaanitoba in the m^ioritT of eases wttli tke iB- 

birds was read ts r^^ Ifl i lHl i ^ sad drridssJ Qtectmest. 

ic..s^*i^«« ■ - «* ^ ^^ wi^ Vsrioi» reasons SMy be sS^ea *sr ibe 

Scientific society cC Msailate «b Fik fl«wT*«r* of 




9 by Georse K. Atlri— ns. ■ilBiilW. Some species bcciotsiav ^ 

a member of tbe socastv^ c«rLaio diiFtslets are eonsCssfly «&- 

teBdinc: y^^ f ' "' jAage s« 

In ja^esestins to tbe m if iiUfi i vsvU tSou fisvoraMe^ vfB add 

any series of nem* or vesbbsI roeords ^^b" i Tgnlsr 22iC OtlM9?a. ' 

we must alvajs bsae •«• dUsM few ^ "***^J^ as » " 

uiu«. At «^* "~^ ""^ for some reason *_ 

tlieir rarity wfiMn the distrtct Is «MS ^ ^^yy j^^jj^ d^stSAce 

ti<m spoB tbe prerioBaBy yoifiAed tsovrse d ujia g sxasraDos 

recOTdfi of tSiat district sad iisr ifcal '-^"^ *f ^S!"^****!?*^??^ ^**'* *• 

reason tbe proof wkidi I tase t» pr*- ««Dia/^«tJ>er tijaa tlite. Ji«d 

dnce. Tit: Tfcal tlifc jmir i^i 'd roMir& isptfsdem tere b->es referred t» 

of Manitoba birds is da2e barre act tiieb- yj op ea bmkds as t« easase si 

new to tbe lfyiti* s B«s smt iwuiJ'w i-rrrF« asowo^ ss fr«B a«y <a«M, aad 

to tbe otber ootar iftsacs Aearrtbsd «s iff^rn* *^% \er*iiA. tSbey saay fbereaiiter 

usnal wxtbiB tbe ffiatnei. ^ jinrj ^ ^utln^^ iqwl t^ae :aFt «f 4«r rs^^s- 



tbe strongest w*h* a^tikt be jr^Aa^ j^.^ v ^v-^ntt a awrt* tbm Is 



no matter wbai srihaevseoe: ctuss ma> . -^ y^^w^ v -y <tf ^riact «9^^«s Veisgr 
irrmKi»»: r*ss»r& zr*yr*- -rjbsx 2i^ ^wdsSdfiStai^L Of j p tcfes 
*^*^v.-^ j.'jr'i 4sttd 'tthjUffUa^ 
^,r-A, 'jf T» TT^r't xufjgit or Jess tTTMXie 
iTL^Ti.^-L^ 3ba;.Vr^ -we •aa a«v«r b« s«re 
-r'net i*v -I TT'tits iimVffS tb«r aM^ 
•*si**x -Br .'' '!i»*v*' -trsrr*!* aiad sas sa^ 





S^TES:^' ^JlAJKrril ZJ^.r^^tXTLT:^ 



*tf -See '!*>♦ **/*r i T*;I-zriVTrt vx-t jv»«er. -waa 

: -Bf tusnasn "f '- * ii^-^-'ap- i^-^ 7:ije 9f0ifii>^ p e imv ^ 

V«i »JnH»^ *vv *'-pvi **/• t--' isrti u*- tz^ii^ft -» ais 

iBjaa^*tt ant ^li* '^ '^** i-^-^'Ti^-.tvi. Hj» t*w*-^9nB 

ir* tesur -«^ia» art*! *,i** -r/vir t**^-"- > ia*i 

^^•C u 5*»r'jvt v!f twu: *-ir*?t ■^»* •'-'v^-i :.-n -^a^r j 

id I larve aur ixibl«e ir-r *-v:>»*tr.*?i i^ ^r*** V* j' * - Ann m 
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■resntoneaL .^a Tina ^_tn ipw i3e i jsni. Jt 

^xnr t wy -rwn* :nrTia' •^ngrr jxre: -wan— 

^till&wcn^ TtK' aBaecMBESL 
Z smtm Jt niT'tfri; it -«i?kLifg tttpt- 

jMB St :tse: ^3il ^gfiaiijr 
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f^ TT Ins amimint 3nr itstj"^ Tiw 

•ygp^y ^ WJfifr XZDTlQHSillH- TT ISSiiCF .AQ^^^ 

■It mi. ^bbItt. ^vtis^ i: -vbss: raiS 

'W "Bn — nr ^fepic -* Ir C%rc 
fir -fitt: jtmi L -"-ET rinnr itfcQHmn rf 

oner nf -yTiTT. £ "tir' -fint -mr-tf >^♦^f. 

rt -^r^ rns -r^'srE «ssr ht T^f «.Tr* 
^2ra. ^Errif* The f^.!. 3r 





lirc^ 2if <a«ser :3K.^saiT .dnalsr -wriet SHtt£ 

j*'^5crj«^r :**\rsi^:*«'-^>\t* Hut; hum 

>u,' Tr -*>♦ :'^-?"'.: Hxtms: •«?i»«p* ^te^ 
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thou^t at migratlnsr, and took up the 
company of the bluebills on their 
southern journey. The coween *wlll 
never be a numerous form in Mani- 
toba because of the long overland jour- 
ney to our Manitoba lakes, and they 
are so late in migrating that all local 
water is froxen over before they could 
reach us. The mature bird is a beauti- 
fully marked species, but beyond this 
there would be little gain at his ad- 
dition to our regular bird list 



skinned and eat it, saving the skin 
to mount. Before he did this, how- 
ever, the mice discovered it and de- 
frt^royed half of the head and neck. 
An examination of the bird after he 
had mounted it, discovered to me a 
Ross's goose, and I remounted it and 
managed to patch it up so as to make 
one side presentable enough to pxioto- 
graph. I endeavored to secure the 
specimen but the inflated mercenary 
ideas of the owner placed it beyond 



Ross's Snow Goose. 



CHEN ROSSII. 

Ross's Snow Goose. 

On Sept. 20, 1902, a young lad, F. 
Marwood, who was working for me, 
secured a rare specimen under pecul- 
iar conditions. He had been paddling 
on the Red river with a companion 
above the city, and saw a small white 
goose sitting on the bank. Having 
i-nly a small rifle with him he failed 
to secure it after a few shots and the 
bird flew ofC. On their return toward 
the city they again discovered the bird 
on the bank, when one of them alighted 
and secured it. Thinking It but 
a conunon snow goose he took it home. 



my reach and careless preserving in 
the first place, and subsequent care- 
less handling almost destroyed the 
bird and I believe it fell into the hands 
of a local taxidermist, who is impress- 
ed rather with its commercial than its 
scientiflc value, and may therefore be 
practically considered a lost record 
save for these notes. I subsequently 
heard that In 1901 two other speci- 
mens had been received at the old 
Grieve establishment, but had been 
spoiled before being preserved and 
no data could be secured. Durtng the 
fall of 1902, Mr. John Atkinson, of 
St. Marks, informed me that he had 
on two other occasions seen a flock 
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Jkaapr A.hi:^ 



whieii win yrnam & p^^zzaztt&t re-- 
'Wd i€ ta^ *E>»^^« -:r lie ?rT?vi-v:t»- 

plaioaikte. a^ tie ccher gc^iWE bad not 
(mgiBi to BUTT^ aoatiwari &i alL It 
izL a ffEMd bealiiiT c^mdltiocu tet 



BKAXTA BCRXICXA. 



I ij^T^ ?)eenL potatedly contradicted 
^y cl^o^e lov'Al A'j.tfciorities of indif- 
f^nea: .aOc^? wJIl^c: I stated tliat the 
Br^^: S'^Aw*? ^Jks not foond with any 
rii^.iLdLri::y La MjuiitvAa. but not- 
wicifc>5a.rLdia^ sc-^cements to tbe con- 
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trary I repeat that, as specimens are 
not forthcoming to prove records, 
this bird is of very rare occurrence in 
the province- In explanation I mas- 
state, however, that T find many 
sportsmen, who should . know better, 
regularly call the white-fronted goose 
the Brant, and this accounts for their 
claims, that the Brant is numerous in 
seme localities. The only record I 
am able to authentically locate is the 
specimen in my collection, which was 
taken by. an Indian 'Kt Oak L.ake in 
the spring of 1SS&, and being recog- 
nized as a rarity, was mounted by 
himself and subsequently secured by 
the late -Geo. Grieve, from whom I se- 



to knQ.w whether, he desired to sell a 
turkey, vulture or a crane, as /both 
these birds are ' frequently called wild 
turkeys in this country. I instructed 
him to bring the bird in until I could 
examine it, and I was much interested • 
to find he had brought a little brOwn 
crane^ He informed me that he had 
secured it on the preceding day a few 
miles northwest of town out ot ^ flock 
of five of the same sized bird^ ~ ^^ 
bird proved, on examination, to' W^a 
mature male brown crane and ao far 



Gnis Canadensis 
Uttle Brown Crane. 

cured it in April, 1901. Because of 
silQiUirity in size it might in the dis- 
tance be confused with Hutchin's 
goose, but as the Brant is chiefly a 
bird of the sea coast it is unlikely 
ths-t it will ever become more than an 
accidental visitor to us. 

GRUS CANADENSIS. 

Little Brown Crane. 

**On May 6, 1898, a man came into 
my store at Portage la Prairie and 
asked me if I wished to purchase a 
wild turkey. I was for a time puzzled 



Grus Mexicana 
Sand Hill Cuane. 

as I was able to learn was the first 
and only specimen reported for Mani- 
toba and I did not hear of any further 
records until about the beginning of 
October, 1903, when a gentleman 
brought in ^hat proved to be a second 
specimen. This bird was alive and 
had been caught by a single toe in 
a trap on his farm near Morris, Man., 
directly south of Winnipeg. He stat- 
ed that there was a large flock of 
them, but could not say whether or 
not they were all the same size. As 
the immature of this species and of G. 
Mexicana, the sandhill crane, are 
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nerr nittch «like I did not decide as to 
iJt9 identity vntU after trwUm tot two 
weeloi to tame and feed it. It oIk 
stinattiy refused all attempts to 
> tame it. and ali food, bowever or 
whenever offered and finally died in 
its wildneos, and I onbseqnently dio- 



Tanms 6 1-2 
according to ace- 



to 7 1>2 inches. 



ARCBIBUTBO FKRRUGINETTS. 

Am this species wiiich Is co mmo nly 
known as the sqmirr^ hawk ranges 
west and sooth oC the prorfnce: It is 
not sorpiiabis that it misht occusion* 
any wander over the border line, but 
the apecfmen exhibited, a female bird 
is the llzst I find recorded within oar 
lines and it was collected some nine 
miles doe north of Portage la Prairie, 
or nea*iy the centre of llanitoba, on 
Xay C ItSS. WhUe at first sight they 
would appear to be a very powerful 
and danserous hawk, investicration 
discovers in the weak claws and sen- 
sistent in their persecution of the 
eral sloider boild, a frigid rather than 
an en«ny, as the food of such species 
consists in the main of gophers, mice 
and other agricultural vermin. Within 
their own range ihey are most per- 



Aivhlbut<« 






covered it to be » mature brown crane. 
Th« chief points of difference between 
lhej»e ai>evies is the much snviUler sise 
juul the entirely feathered head of 
r;u>,'^iiensii^ the h«^(1 of MexioAJia 
behvr unfeathered, of a reddish bri>\rn 
oi>lor, anvl oi>vered with a growth of 
short, black hair. 

The r!\j\|K^ of the brox^-n crane is 
wore ^^^estert^, but as It breeds fri>m 
the MaokeuEle ri\*>?r rejjion to Tex:*s 
it is pivkslble that It is of n>ore fr^ 

I than 
In fact 
al sur- 
opinion 
rlix^tsi 
u\ that 
xinvler 

[ as to 

to be 

»w n jn 

meas- 

In c; 
». S i^r 



sh?ter.t in their persecution of the 
praine do«s ami spermophiles which 
work :«aich h«roc with growing grains 
ana ^shrubbery. For this reason the 
ferruir.nv>\is rough>Iegged hawk would 
be a we:«?ome addition to our local 
list of birds of prey, 

srKi>TVT\^ Ol-XIOITLARIA HYPO- 

QOBA. 

Burrowing Owl. 

'x>n Jur.e i, IS^T I received a pair 
v>f burr\>w*ng owls which were col- 
KvtCvi alx^ut five mil^is north of Port- 
aj?^ './* Prairie, I was unable to locate 
ihe s^vv^es on an%- i^revlous list of 
j^!\>\''.r.v-../. birds^ and wrote to the 
W;\sV/r4E*on aimoultural bureau and 
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the Smithsonian institution, about 
them and reoefv«d replies that no 
record had been received of the bur- 
rowinc owl in Manitoba. In the sprinir 
o€ 1900 another specimen was secured 
near the same point and each season 
an individital specimen has been Col- 
lected and others observed in the 
same vicinity. On May 9« 1902 a 
specimen was collected near Grant's 



mony prevails after dogs, snakes and 
owls are inside. That is the doss in 
the snakes, the snakes in the owls and 
the owls comfortably at home in the 
burrow of the squirrel, because as 
elsewhere Ptated. the rattle snake 
preys upo;^ the dogs old and youxig. 
and the owl in turn kills and eats 
both dog and snake and occupies the 
burrow as a nesting site. The numb- 



Passenger Pigeon and Morning Dove. 



lake, north of Rosser, and last spring. 
May, 1903. another specimen from 
near the same locality, and one from 
Portage la Prairie were received. So 
that' we may conclude that the species 
has becogae permanent and will, with 
protection and favorable conditions 
increase. In the west this is a very 
abundant species of which tradition 
spesiias as living a life of harmony 
with rattle snakes and prairie dogs, 
but tradition's harmony is not 
as sublime or Idealistic as many 
suppose since the most supreme har- 



ers of the species In Manitoba will be? 
somewhat restricted for a time be- 
cause of the fact that very few at 
th^ burrows of our large gr*?y Mpermo- 
phyle are large enough for a burrow 
for the owl and he has to hunt about 
until larger and more cornmodlou* 
quarters are available. But a« I hav*r 
stated in a previouii pamj/hlft, h*-. 
would be a welcome addition Ut fiiir 
list of birds of prey be<:au»^ *ff hln «rx- 
pert knowledge of goph'rr an^J «p<rrrio- 
phyle capture and his huge capacity 
for this class of f^>od. 
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ECT:>PI£TE^ Mi«.SLAT-»EIT£. 



rUjfBMHi. 



Bk-evertin^ ii«re from firs: anfl ii>- 
"PE^sii^ recoroF ii ^ril! be anile ic 

'i^* amoixfr rar- birc ncneB. 1l ■!!» 
©eventief anc -e^btieg wiien t±» - rfPw g 
Q? jngregying seniemeni anfl rlwrr- 
„T3.-r u: -"f*«ening- and breedin?: T^sartF 
•1 i&e wiic. pigseon trrsi b^nir ir m&ls^ 
ns-iir l*in iij»oi: ib*^ species, tbe picm- 
ri-erF i..ic pre6F of zxkir vte»s: nm-d rh 

"ii'.'Z. Tnip mpv-emeni bo"w-ever. onjy 
y^sitft fc it"v T-^t^T unc xmiduul.y "lb^ 
sjiecMB, ims.bi€ ic- ±int Bumxtite «n- 
^ i-oiiTi>eD"L QSCTtmBtrt XT. Duint^erF nr.iil 
j: firsi becEJue unc-oininnr. zxter. rare 

I -an: anaoiii: xif i^'-iic=e-LU-er. TTber I 
:-n>: i»*arur s-.i^ir^ifii. T^tirc ir. PnnASt 

viL?s*iiiF tif TioiTfOiis bin -ev-ery mnncf— 

^r.iTic bin mnxiniiTu: dp'^** tiT.z Tbf 

s^i: -^ ":i:i-T ^Tr»e if oi>* 'VTa: r t^i^ r:C~ 

^'- 2". v uF L r.:r.£nirfir*e:i:' t^.iV bird m 




Graiter «Bd|»IL 
mifiPE- JF liTiie ooiiin in my -mtn<^ ^pbi 
'VPiiBi wiiim: our jw^it ' i ^ p tR l hanjadaariBs 
WB iRvnl£ 'vrixi. tywi-Hnt H a- ic TeBearcda ^e 
b&i^ It. eoii^. I nm on^jr tJ» j 
poll ^na alBD SnUine^d^ 
Qrsfinian^ bin ap i±bE9e bir^ 
xme "v^:!!! Tt^pp- 1 1 i .4*r nrg'iiiBTf»f find tlie- 
TWfk y-caroec si»&cifiE: Ttvp nmnmixi asd 
btAarx rfdj»tjl:F fcx mTricaxr- prbbteiiii 
'wbjji very -exiaaffijAf- c'oDecxxiii 
HUC rftSPHTcr i^caut ^«rii: so^vf^ sats- 
ia -inrizj 

"^"W'c snecuaeixF ji. my cniiec^aii are nn- 
nojibire^'y of xbe iLsrsf- Txrifiiits n»- 
^rri-iii ant btimfiTr.LJiii ^tis specu- 
Trksr. vTncir I : nn.aniie if rofJirata. or 




y 




>A5 N 






:5~».i: re r*iT».-i_^ ^^jtri: 'w^ere ^^ajvrnred 
i^rr^^ ij:?i irrvi -t -^^ iT-jiry azsd wliile 
xjlt:* jj:f' : >;*?: a -£ :»rc:.j ^scT^e^y by its 
^•T-T i.i..ir :::^: ii m-is i decided 
<i'.f- tSv Tr- ^c^r*^ ,"----: ir>T«,s«re5s 
-^-.i-.r. : ?-* «^ - 4i ' 1-4 b^a^t- 2 
--* rr.,*^s:r»t*. .Tr>fT i-r-?, J.ir>^ i:-, 1<KK\ 

'-* ^^ --" T -.>- j; .-♦ :i^ Greenland 
"^--•-"^ .» i^ :^-i.^.^ ^r 5^Ui= ^y mysaelf 
r.T_*.r ~\ ii^«~» rr. ti?* «3ir:^r ^lins of 
:v' A.- -. :: ^ ;£. iNt-.a:^ iicns:tli 
> --♦ » -X .« >* T.._: :^ 1^1. This 
^ i5: r>- i? : . , A-^riiiary^ o- reipolls 
-^-:_ r\\ .V =x : '. " •< «rarr.iT»d at 

sr r-v\ A x: r r' . axa~ i^iokcissel. 

F>--i'.i>:> .«r^ .^f the r=:<««5t unusual 
.— -.^ .:.-<./ revx'c-.l;? f.-r Manitoba is 
::^^ d,.^.;<5?*?* . r J«r.^ Ii. l$:*T, while 
io --^ :5».\rNe — <oe-: iUfrev>:rs: collecting 
rr^r :hT? ^^d: #..>..^^ at Forca^e la 
IViir> cfc :?:-ir^c^ > ri flushed out of 
:he ?r^5^ 5^~ ^ a ^^-:^,« o- a f^icepost. 
I :r^>r- --v*.:^',^ \ s^---v,< ^; :^nd was verv 
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surprised to discover that I had col- 
lected a fine male black-throated bunt- 
ing Needless to state I took con- 
siderable pains to pr^^erve the speci- 
men, and it is yet in my collection. I 
examined the locality very carefully 
but failed to find trace of any other 
specimens and concluded that this in- 
dividual had very heedlessly wander- 
ed in company with kindred misratins 
species far beyond -nis own northern 
range, which is Quoted as beinsr oc- 
casionally as far north as southern 
Minnesota. I have watched carefully 
and constantly and made general en- 
quiries but have been unable to re- 
cord another specimen since that date. 
Their range extends over the width of 
the Mississippi valley line of migra- 
tion as far south as Texas and should 
future conditions prove favorable we 
would welcome him as one of our re- 
gular summer residents. 

CHELJDON ERYGTHROGASTER. 

Barn Swallow. 

When I first began to study Mani- 
toba bird-life I noted the absence 
of the well known bam swallow of 
the east from among the immense 
numbers of swallows found in the 
country, and for some years I did 
not see or hear a specimen, nor did 
I learn of any collections elsewhere 
in Manitoba. My first collection was 
made on the Portage slough on Aug. 
8, 1901, of a fine male bird from a large 
fiook of swallows careering about the 
slou^, and I was much struck with 
the strangeness of the sight of a 
solitary bam swallow among so many 
of his related species. A few days 
subsequently I collected a second bird 
whioh was in very poor condition and 
•noted one or two others during the 
migration. In the spring of 1902 a 
pair of birds reached Portage and took 
up their quarters under a small bridge 
over a slough some nine miles north 
of town and reared their brood, and 
la.st season (1903), I noted quite a 
la^rge fiock of the birds evidently sev- 
eral pairs breeding about the same 
locjality under the bridge and inside 
one of the neighboring barns in the 
customary locality against a rafter. I 
Tva-S much pleased to note this wonder- 
ful increase in their numbers and have 
evei^ hopes that with conditions fav- 
orable in the increasing settlement 
aJid building the birds will continue 
to increase and within a few seasons 
SL^td. one more species to the list of 
common birds in Manitoba. The long 
forfeed tail is always an identifying 
character while to learn the note once 
is t<y remember it forever, as distinct 
from every other swallow. A sharp 
metallic k-ching, k-ching. 



STATJA ARCTICA. 

Mountain Bluebird. 

On October 10, ISite, I received a 
Gne male Mountain Bluebird from Mr. 
K. H. Patterson, of Brandon. Man., to 
be mounted. Knowing the species to 
be new to the Manitoba list I at once 
wrote Mr. Patterson asking particu- 
lars of its capture and was subse- 
quently informed that it had been col- 
lected about two miles west of that 
city on Oct. 8, and was in company 
with another specimen of the same 
species. Whether this pair had been 
breeding in the vicinity or not 1 could 
not discover, but it is possible that in- 
stead ot taking tkeir courses south 
along the Rocky mountain migration 
route they had followed the Canadian 
transcontinental route to the eastward 
and this specimen at all events like 
the wise emigrant to Manitoba decided 
that attractions were sufllciently 
strong to induce it to remain. The 
range of this species is the mountain- 
ous region of the western States and 
Canada but as this and its kindred 
si:«3cies our bluebird evince like sev- 
eral other species of birds a liking for 
a line of telegraph posts in travelling, 
It is quite possible that this pair have 
begun their winter migration along 
the line of Canadian Pacific railway 
telegraph posts and continued east- 
ward until the cold weather overtook 
them, and the cold lead collected this 
specimen in Manitoba. I have heard 
of no further records ot the species 
within our boundaries. This species 
differs from our common bfluebfrd 
ir having, the entire plumage a rich 
blue, while the common form has the 
reddish brown breast. 

SOME ALBINISTIC PLUMAGBS. 

Among rare records of a district 
there can fairly be included records 
of albinistic or partial albinlstic 
plumages, i.e., those plumages which 
are the result of the absence of the 
color pigment in the epidermis or 
outer skin producing a creamy white 
or piebald plumage. These plumages 
are not always permanent, but are 
liable to revert to the normal color 
after the first moult or change of hair 
The color phase is regular throughout 
the entire sphere of natural life. It 
must not be understood that albap- 
ictlc plumages include such as the 
weasel or ptarmigan or rabbit In 
winter color, as these aire normal 
cMor changes for protection. The 
principal record I have ot pure albinos 
is a specimen of the rusty granckle 
taken at Dauphin on Sept. 20, 1898. 
A creamy plumage of a duck which 
I take to be the ruddy duck, which 
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was taken at Arden, Man., on Sept. 
8, 1900; this bird was alone on a 
pond and was shot for a gruU. On 
June 14, 1897, I received a piefoald or 
partially albino kiilgbird which had 
the white feathering scattered over 
the entire plumage, and the normally 
white flanks streaked with grayish. 
This specimen is now In the collec- 
tion, of Mr. J. H. Ames, of Toronto. 
On Oct. 6, 1903, I received a robin in 



instances examined melanistic plum- 
ages of Swainson's hawk (Buteo 
Swalnsonii) and the rough-legged 
hnwk (Archibuteo laqopus sanciti- 
johannls), with the latter species It is 
quite a common color phase. With 
Swainson's hawk the darkest specimen 
I have handled in Manitoba was col- 
lected at Portage la Prairie, on Sept. 
29, 1898, and was a young male bird. 
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Swainson's Hawk. 

SS Buteo Swainsonii— Melanistic Plumacre. 
ig 

3k On April 13, of 1899, another black 
tie specimen was brought in from the 
or same locality, but closer examination 
be showed it to be a female (Buto bor- 
er ealis) red tailed hawk, and much larg- 
to er than Swainson's. While on May 
is 30, of the same year, one of the boy« 
3d o^ the town secured and brought me 
al a very fine black male broad-winged 
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hawk (Buteo latussimus). These two 
latter' specimens were the first and 
only ones I ever saw of these species 
in melanistic plumage, and the broad- 
-wingr^d hawk has been declared by 
many authorities to be a most re- 
markably rare plumage of that species. 
It must be understood that melanistic 
coloration does not include the regu- 
lar normal plumages of such birds aa 
the blackbirds, crows, etc., but is 
simply ah off color among some 



their ranges overlapped, but it is a well 
marked representative of both tjrpes, 
and strange to state that it and an- 
other specimen taken near the same 
locality the same year are the only in- 
stances of this hybrid being taken in 
Manitoba for some years. The gov- 
ernment museum at Ottawa contains 
a well-arranged series of this hybrid, 
with types ranging over ithe entire con- 
tinent 4 
The specimen in my collection is in 



Hybrid Mallard-Pintail. 
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art of October, 
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er for it, managing finally to redeem it feather partly curled, the mallard tall 

from the hands of the mechanical bird- coverts upper and lower and the red 

stuff er in time to preserve some' sem- feet of the mallard. The naallard ring 

blance of its originality. It combines °? \^l wi''n?%h'l^''ni^?«n^^^^^ 

, , , ,T j.1^ -L. ^ ± j.i of the back of the pintail neck and 
remarkably well the characteristic ^^es not completely encircle it. The 
shape and markings of each species, only other record I have ever heard of 
having the head and bill of the pintail this hybrid was made in 1889, when 
somewhat larger, with a mixture of the Mr. Cross, of Toronto, received a speci- 
mallard green and pintail bronze, the men shot at Scugog Lake, Ont, and 
chocolate breast of the mallard, jiintail which was mounted, exhibited and de- 
back and wing coverts; mallard wing scribed at a meeting of the biological 
markings, pintail tail, with the long section of the Canadian institute. 
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